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Be merciful, just as your heavenly Father is 
merciful (Lk 6: 36) 
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Dear brothers, these 
words of Jesus to his 
disciples captured my 
attention during this month 
of January when I was 
praying the novena to the 
Divine mercy. At the 
beginning of every year we 
make New Year resolutions, 
so in my resolutions this 
year, I was just thinking of 
each and every one of you 

and entrusting you under the spiritual guidance of the 
merciful love of God. 

The commandment of Jesus to be Merciful is addressed to 
each and every one of us. Just as Jesus commands us to 
love one another as God our heavenly Father loves us, he 
also commands us to be merciful to one another as God 
our heavenly Father is merciful. From my own perspective, 
the two divine commandments are closely interrelated, for 
– Mercy is the perfection of love. What Jesus wants from us 
is that we love the same way that He has loved us. His love 
goes beyond forgiving our sins; He became the sacrifice 
that takes away our sins. As we love others, we must 
forgive them too; we must sacrifice our ego and become 
an expression of the love of God.  

Sometimes in our day to day life in the communities, our 
love for one another is limited because we don’t love 
unconditionally as Jesus commands us. If we truly love one 

another, we must also be ready to forgive unconditionally. 
In John 13:34 "A new commandment I give unto you, that 
you love one another, even as I have loved you. The love of 
God is unconditional love. For us, it means to be prepared 
to love despite all the difficulties and sufferings involved in 
the manifestation of our love for others. Our love must be 
a reflection of the Divine Love. We cannot love unless we 
forgive. For our love to be complete, the Lord conditions us 
to forgive one another 70 times 7. And that is why in the 
following verse of this same text, Jesus tells his disciples: to 
“forgive” (V37) “Do not judge and you will not be judged. 
Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, 
and you will be forgiven”. 

My dear brothers, if we look back at the year that has just 
ended we will realize that we are carrying along many 
wounds and grudges from unresolved conflicts or from 
poor interpersonal relationships in our communities. Mercy 
is expressed, first of all, in forgiveness. Jesus does not 
intend to subvert the course of human justice; however, He 
reminds the disciples and he is reminding us that to have 
fraternal relations it is necessary to suspend judgments 
and condemnations. Forgiveness, in fact, is the pillar that 
governs the life of the Christian community, because in it is 
shown the gratuitousness of the love with which God loved 
us first. A Christian and more so, a consecrated person 
must forgive! Why! Because he has been forgiven. No one, 
in his life, has not been in need of God’s forgiveness. And 
because we have been forgiven, we must forgive. We 
recite it every day in the Our Father: “Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us,” 
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that is, forgive the offenses, forgive many things, and let 
go what is hindering your process of growth, because we 
have been forgiven so many offenses, so many sins. Our 
responsibility as consecrated persons is not to judge and 
condemn one another but to accompany one another in 
the journey of conversion. 

I am sorry to be bringing you back to this topic of mercy 
that was celebrated during the extraordinary year of Mercy 
in 2016. My simple reason is to reawaken in you the 
sentiments of Gods Divine Mercy as we journey together 
as members of the same family. The more merciful we are 
towards one another, the more fraternal we become. Our 
raison d’être of living in the community is not only to point 
out the mistakes of one another, but first of all to love one 
another unconditionally and to be merciful towards one 
another unconditionally. So I am inviting you to transform 
your communities this year into oasis or sanctuaries of 
God’s Divine mercy. At least during community meetings 
or recollections, create moments of sharing, so that 
together you can advance on the path of your vocation, 
feeling reconciled with one another. To be merciful 
towards one another as God our heavenly is merciful 
towards us is a beatitude, as we read in the Gospel of 
Mathew in the sermon on the mount: Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy (5, 7). 

Our Constitutions underlines this in no 30 when it reads 
“The spirit of Christ, who is always present in 
us, gives our love a certain joyful simplicity by 
which we anticipate one another in showing 
respect. We love one another with fraternal 
affection, and we help one another by kindness 
and gentleness and even mutual correction”. 

Making reference to Pope Francis in his document 
Misericordia et Misera during the year of Mercy (Dec 

2015 – November 2016), I strongly believe that:  

“Mercy cannot become a mere parenthesis in the life of the 
Church; it constitutes her very existence, through which the 
profound truths of the Gospel are made manifest and 
tangible.  Everything is revealed in mercy; everything is 
resolved in the merciful love of the Father…Forgiveness is 
the most visible sign of the Father’s love, which Jesus sought 
to reveal by his entire life.  Every page of the Gospel is 
marked by this imperative of a love that loves to the point of 
forgiveness…Mercy gives rise to joy, because our hearts are 
opened to the hope of a new life.”  

As consecrated persons living in communities, the pope 
reminds us that Mercy is interpersonal: It is an encounter 
between two hearts: the heart of God who comes to meet 
us and a human heart.  The latter is warmed and healed by 
the former. 

Dear brothers, as you make your New Year resolutions, 
remember the points that were raised in the Letter 25 of 
the month of September 2017, in which we were 
encouraged to build authentic communities of faith and 
love. I will like to continue in the same spirit by denouncing 
and saying “No” to anti-vocational tendencies that are 
gradually penetrate our community milieu (excessive 
drinking, night outings, idleness, rampant visitors, abuse in 
relationships, laziness, corrupt practices, indecency, 
indifference, elitist attitudes, linguistic or regional or ethnic 

groupings, duplicity, cliques, defamation, 
partisan spirit…). On the other hand, building 
communities of God’s Divine Mercy requires 
from us, certain human qualities and Gospel 
values (genuine Love and acceptance of one 
another, deep spiritual communion, unity in 

diversity, harmony, collaboration, team spirit, sharing 
everything in common, mutual respect, mutual 
understanding, dialogue and 
reconciliation, readiness to forgive 

one another, solidarity…) 

 

 

 

By Fr. Evaristus AKEM NDI, Provincial 

 

 

 

 

“Mercy cannot 
become a mere 
parenthesis in the 
life of the Church…” 
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FLASHBACK 

The major event that 
marked our life in the Province in 
2017 was the Jubilee celebration of 
the 4oo years of the foundation of 
the Order of the Pious Schools and 
the 250 years of the canonization of 
our Holy Founder, Saint Joseph. 
Other events were linked to this 
solemn celebration like the 
professions, the ordinations and 
most importantly the canonization 
of Faustino Miquez. 

JUBILEE CELEBRATION 

Looking back at the 
enthusiasm in which the Jubilee 
year was celebrated in most parts 
of the province and in other parts of 
the world, we have enough reason 
to thank God for the gift of 
calasanzian family in the church. 
The opening celebration enabled us 
to communion with the little 
children and the faithful of 
Bamendjou. During that colorful 
celebration, we commemorated 

the 25 years of our presence in the 
Diocese of Bafoussam. There were 
many celebrations in the different 
communities in the various places 
where we are found and prominent 
among them was the Symposium 
that took place in the parish of 
Yaoundé from the 27th – 30th of 
June. This enabled us to relieve the 
pertinence of the dream of our holy 
Founder in our local context. 

 

The Jubilee has come and gone but 
the good souvenirs of what we lived 
remain fresh in our memories. We 
will live to remember the 
following exhortation of the Holy 
Father, Pope Francis:  

Je vous invite à vivre cette année 
jubilaire comme une nouvelle « 
Pentecôte des Piaristes ». Que la 
maison commune des Écoles Pies soit 
remplie de l’Esprit Saint, afin que la 
communion n écessaire pour faire 

avancer avec force la mission Piariste 
dans le monde existe parmi vous, 
surmontant les craintes et les obstacles 
de toutes sortes. Que vos personnes, 
communautés et œuvres puissent 
rayonner dans tous les lieux, les cultures 
et les langues, de la force libératrice et 
salvatrice de l’Évangile. Que le Seigneur 
vous aide à toujours avoir un esprit 
missionnaire et la disponibilité pour vous 
mettre en chemin. 

HEADING 4 STYLE 

The opening celebration enabled 
us to communion with the little 
children and the faithful of 
Bamendjou 

  During the month of October (15th), we were gathered 
in Rome at the invitation of the Holy Church to 
canonize one of our brothers, Father Faustino Miguez, 
Founder of the Daughters of Divine Shepherd   ess 

(Calasaznian Sisters)  That was an optimum event to 
mark the Jubilee year that will remain forever 
remembered in the life of the Order. Like Calasanz, he 
stands before us as a model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANONIZATION OF FATHER FAUSTINO MIGUEZ 

The Archbishop of 
Bamenda and the 
Bishop of Kumbo 
with some Piarist 

Fathers
With Fahter José Antonio, 

Emilio and John
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CANONIZATION IN IMAGES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Canonization in the 
Vatican, other celebrations of 
thanksgiving took place in the Basilica of 
Mary Major and Saint Pantaleo with the 
Calasanzian family. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Another celebration to mark the year was 
the council of major superiors of the Order 
which culminated with a solemn audience 
with Pope Francis in the Vatican on the 11th of November 2017  
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VISIT OF THE GENERAL FATHER, PEDRO AGUADO 
 

During the month of December, we were 
blessed with the visit of the Supreme Moderator of the 
Order, Pedro Aguado from the 3rd – 10th.  It was a 
joyful moment to share in the life of the Province with 
the brothers who are in Cameroon at this moment of 
the sociopolitical crises in the English zone. From 
Yaoundé, passing through Bafia, Banjoun, Bamendjou 
and Bamenda, a warm welcome was reserved for him. 
His visit coincided with the solemn profession and 
deaconate ordination of some of our brothers to mark 
the end of the Jubilee year in our Province. 

 

 

 

THE ENCOUNTER OF THE MAJOR SUPERIORS 

It was also a major event in the Calasanzian Jubilee Year, 
which took place in Rome immediately after the 
Canonization of Faustino Miguez 

 

 

Father General with the young Brothers in 
the filial community of Nkolbisson.

Father General instructing the little 
children in our primary school of Abobo.
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Father General with the street children in our 
Parish of Cité-Verte : "Resto du Coeur"

Father General with the lay Piarist of 
Yaounde.
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Father General welcome by a pupil of our primary school 
in Bafia.

Collective picture with the students 
and the staff of CTC Bandjoun.

Father General is crowned as a Notable 
in our secondary school in Bandjoun 
CTC
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Father general and his assistant with the 
second year prenovices in the community of 
Kumbo 

Solemn profession and 
diaconate ordination of Br. 
André Fogue, Marc Nguemo and 
Maximilien Milingi with Mgr. 
Georges NKUO of the diocese of 
Kumbo  

Hectic welcome by one of the 
pupil of  Futru primary school.
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Fr. Provincial and the 
assistant of Father General for 
Africa with Fr Emilio Calcena, 
visited the Delegation of Equatorial 
Guinea from the 12th – 19th of 
December. It was a canonical visit 
aimed at getting in contact with the 
reality of each community and its 
members. It was also an 
opportunity to visit our schools 
with the students and Teachers and 
also to visit our parishes. We had a 
cordial moment with the newly 
appointed Bishop of Ebibeyin, … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALASANZIAN FAMILY 
MEETING 27th December 
– 2nd January 2018.  

 
We were also opportune to 

organize the meeting of the 
Calasanzian Family that brought 
together members of the different 
Congregations of the calasanzian 
family – Piarists Fathers, Piarists 
Sisters, Cavanis Fathers and the 
Calasanzian Sisters. It was a 
moment of reflection on our 
mission, ministry and formation 
with the hope of creating a 
common platform of collaboration 
in the future. Since 2009, there had 
been no encounter, so the meeting 
of Yaoundé 2017/18 was an 
opportunity to begin afresh the 
encounters of the Calasanzian 
family in the circumscription of 
Africa. The next encounter will take 
place in Daloa (Ivory Coast) in 
2020/21. From the evaluation, the 
Delegates who were present at the 
meeting went back satisfied. 

 VISIT TO THE DELEGATION OF EQUATORIAL 
GUINE 
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Fr. Pierre with the two Provincials in one of 
the session during the encounter.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

ENCOUNTER OF 
FORMATORS: 4th – 14th 

January 2018. 

It was the first time that at the level 
of Africa that we were able to 
organize a session for the 
formation of our Formators coming 
from the two Provinces of Central 
and West Africa. Participants 
included Masters of Juniors, 
Masters of Novices and Masters of 
Pre-novices. The main theme of 
reflection was on “Discernment and 
Accompaniment”. The Formators 
were empowered with various tools 
on how to discern and accompany 
the vocation of the candidates 
throughout the various stages of 
the initial Formation.   

 

  

Souvenir picture of the 
Calasanzian Family, "looking to the 

future with hope".
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We will end this edition 
of our News letter expressing 
our solidarity with the families 
of some of our brothers who 
have lost their beloved ones 
during this past month. We 
also carry in our Prayers the 
parents of our brothers Jean 
de Dieu Tagne and Romeo 
Ngemtheu who are sick. May 
God our heavenly Father, 
grant them a quick recovery.   

 

FR EVARISTUS AKEM NDI, Sch P 

Provincial Superior, PAC 

akemevaristusndi@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

For the greater glory of God and the service of our 
neighbour. 

mailto:akemevaristusndi@yahoo.com

