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An in-depth study of the life of St. Joseph Calasanz
reveals a man who was, as it were, handpicked, guided,
and educated by Mary to serve Her Divine Son. Mary’s
brand permeates the life of the saint.

St. Joseph Calasanz’ Marian devotion was always in
tandem with his devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. Even
as a little boy, he understood that Jesus, the Divine Son,
1s God’s ultimate gift to humanity; and Mary, the Mother
of God, is the Incarnation’s windfall. God is omnipotent,
He could have saved us without being incarnated; but
because He is Love, He chose the most loving way of
saving us. He saved us with the help of another human
being and He gave Her to us as a bonus. “Imitation of
Jesus Christ is undoubtedly the regal way to be followed
to attain sanctity and reproduce in ourselves, according to
our forces, the absolute perfection of the heavenly Father.
But while the Catholic Church has always proclaimed a
truth so sacrosanct, it has also affirmed that imitation of
the Virgin Mary, far from distracting the souls from the
faithful following of Christ, makes it more pleasant and
easier for them. For, since she had always done the will
of God, she was the first to deserve the praise which
Christ addressed to His disciples: “Whoever does the will
of my Father in heaven, he is my brother and sister and
mother.”” (Pope Paul VI, 1967 A.D.)

If you follow her, you do not go astray.

If you pray to her, you do not despair.

If you consult her, you are not wrong.
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If she supports you, you do not fall.

If she protects you, you fear nothing.

If she leads you, you do not tire.

If she is favorable to you, you reach your aim.

And thus you experience on your own

with what reason it has been said:

And the Virgin’s name was Mary.”

(Saint Bernard, The name of Mary)

Like the steadfast John, Joseph Calasanz received Mary
as his Mother from the Crucified Divine Son. He took her
into his heart and loved her deeply from the early years of
his life to the very end:

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala.
Seeing his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, “Woman, this
is your son.” Then to the disciple he said, ‘This is your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his
home. (Jn 19: 25-27)

In the following pages, we will see how Mary, the
Mother of God, shaped the life of St. Joseph Calasanz in
his love for the Divine Son, in his fidelity to the Church,
and in the way he lived the evangelical counsels.

.. when he was young, he used to attend the devotions
and always prayed the Short Office of the Virgin and



other devotions, but most especially the Holy Rosary. (Br.
Lorenzo Ferrari.

Quoted by Fr. Severino Giner Guerri, Sch. P. Mary in the
Life of Calasanz and in his Order; from “Mary and Her
Piarists”)

From infancy, because of his particular devotion, he
started to pray daily the Rosary and he did not leave it
until death.

In his last days, he recommended this Rosary practice.
(Fr. Alejo Armini. op. cit.)

One can almost imagine the child Joseph Calasanz sitting
at the feet of Mary, elbows on his knees and hands
propping his chin, listening to her tell the story of human
salvation. Mary was, for Calasanz, the great storyteller.
Through the Rosary, Mary introduced God Incarnate to
the child Joseph. The deep theological truths of
Emmanuel God-is-with-us came alive for the little boy
with images of the angel Gabriel and the virgin Mary in
the Annunciation, the kinswomen Mary and Elizabeth in
the Visitation, the shepherds and the manger in the
Nativity, the seers Simeon and Anna in the Presentation,
and the teachers and the Temple.



The Informative Years

MARY’S KEEN PUPIL
The Child Joseph

Lesson 1. God the Father is Love Revealed

The child Jesus in the Temple. The mystery of God’s
inexorable mercy pierced the tender heart of the little boy
with the stark narrative of the Agony in the Garden, the
Scourging at the Pillar, the Crowning with Thorns, the
Carrying of the Cross, and the Crucifixion. And the
revelation of God’s glory stirred the imagination of his
young mind with the astounding details of the
resurrection, the Ascension, the Descent of the Holy
Spirit, the Assumption, and the Coronation of Mary as
Queen of Heaven and Earth. From his earliest years,
Calasanz came to know Mary as the Mother of God. He
was born and raised in Peralta de la Sal in Spain amid
Marian images that have received the names of “Mother
of God”. His mother, Mary Gaston, instilled in her son a
deep and tender devotion to the Blessed Mother. Fr. Jose
Marquet, a priest and a classmate of Calasanz in the
primary school at Peralta de la Sal, recounted how their
teacher would ask Joseph Calasanz to go up on a chair to
recite the miracles of Our Lady by Gonzalo de Berceo.
The little boy must have done his mother proud when
from memory he held forth:

Friends and vassals of the Mighty God

If you would listen to me for your knowledge

I would like to tell you a good happening



And keep it as a real good one...

Let us all give thanks to the glorious Virgin

Since we read and know so many miracles

May She give us her grace to be able to serve Her
And lead us to perform things through which

we may be saved.

(Quoted by Fr. Severino Giner Guerri, Sch. P. Ibid.)

His devotion to the Virgin was particolarisima et
visceratissima (particularly good and from the heart).

(Fr. Francisco Biscia, Theatine, student of Calasanz;
quoted by Fr. Severino Giner Guerri, Sch. P. Ibid.)

The contradiction of Mary’s Motherhood and Virginity
never clouded Joseph’s young mind. He accepted it with
childlike openness. One of his favorite prayers begins
with the words:

We fly to your patronage, O Virgin Mother of God...

By this paradox, the little boy learned about the
evangelical counsel of chastity from his Mother. She is
Mother of God precisely because She is the Eternal
Virgin; and She is the Eternal Virgin precisely because
She 1s the Mother of God.

Mary’s life should be for you a pictorial image of
virginity. Her life is like a mirror reflecting the face

of chastity and the form of virtue. Therein you may

find a model for your own life...showing what to

improve, what to imitate, what to hold fast to.

(St. Ambrose of Milan, Doctor of the Church, c. 377
A.D.)



Joseph Calasanz’ own words reveal his intuition of this
profound Divine Thought:

Let us praise and thank the Most Holy Trinity for having
shown to us the Virgin

Lesson 2. Chastity

Mary clothed with the sun, with the moon beneath her
feet, and with a mysterious crown of twelve stars upon
her head.

Let us praise and bless the divine Father for having
chosen her as his daughter.

Praised be the divine Father for having predestined her to
be the mother of the divine Son.

Praised be the divine Father for having preserved her
from all sin in her conception.

Praised be the divine Father for having adorned her with
the highest gifts in her nativity.

Praised be the divine Father for having given her Saint
Joseph as the most pure spouse and companion

What is greater than the Mother of God? What

more glorious than she whom Glory Itself chose?

What more chaste than she who bore a body

without contact with another body? For why should

1 speak of her other virtues? She was a virgin not

only in body but also in mind.

(St. Augustine, Doctor of the Church, 4™ century A.D.)



When citing chastity as an experience of the Kingdom
and a gift of love from the Father, it is affirmed (in the
Piarist Constitutions) that it helps in the following of
Christ withan undivided love, the imitation of the Virgin.
(Fr. Marco A. Veliz, Sch. P. The Piarists Copy from
Mary quoted from “Mary and Her Piarists)

So it was that with the guidance of his Mother and
Teacher, Calasanz discerned his vocation to the
priesthood at a very young age: to live for Christ and to
belong to Him completely.

...when Joseph Calasanz was very sick, at around 22
years old, he prayed to the Lord to give back his health
and he prayed to the Virgin Mary as his special advocate,
promising her with a vow that he would become a priest
... and immediately the Lord gave him health.

(Fr. Alessio Armini. Quoted by Guerri, Ibid.)

Humility is a divine virtue. No one can really be humble
except God because He is Most High, He alone can
descend from the heights; He is the Prime Cause, He
alone can strip off his abundance; He is Love, He alone
can die to give life. Mary understood this. The angel
Gabriel was not sent by God to Galilee to announce to
this virgin a fait accompli. The most suspenseful moment
in the Gospel of Luke is the space between 1:37 and 1:38.
‘...For nothing will be impossible with God.’

That space between the angel’s words and Mary’s answer
represents the moment when the world’s fate hung in a
balance; God waited for this woman to fulfill His promise
of salvation to humanity. God held His Breath and the



universe stood still. Mary’s Immaculate Heart saw this;
She had a beatific glimpse of God’s humility.

The Formative Years

MARY’S LOWLY SERVANT
The Priest Joseph

Lesson 1. God the Son is Love Crucified

Then Mary said, ‘Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it
be done with me according to your word.’

And the Breath of God came upon her.

Then the angel departed from her.

The Father’s Word reverberates throughout the cosmos;
Bread for the hungry; good news to the poor. Now it can
be told: there is no place more desolate than Bethel.
Pressed in oblivion between the pages of the Book of
Amos, Bethel the king’s sanctuary and a temple of the
kingdom — incurs God’s wrath for oppressing the poor
and crushing the needy and its punishment is severe:

The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, when I
will send a famine on the land, not a famine of bread, or a
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord.
They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to
east; they shall run to and from, seeking the word of the
Lord, but they shall not find it. (Am 8:11-12)

Mary is no Bethel: “Did you not know that I must be in
my Father’s house?” — although she did not understand
she treasured these words in her heart.
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Eve’s curse: Mary’s Grace. Eve’s revenge: Mary’s
Offspring. The serpent’s head is crushed.

Mary’s Fiat: As You will, so let it be done.

God Incarnate: Jesus dwells in a woman’s womb.

The Son’s kenosis: Thy Will be done.

The Sign of Jonas: Jesus descends in a tomb.

God’s love: I will save you with my Right Hand.

The Third Day: They took my Master away.

Mary!

Rabboni.

Do not weep. He is Risen.

Death’s been conquered.

The Paraclete: Comfort ‘til the day when the weeping is
gone.

The New Heaven and the New Earth are come.

Let us praise and bless the divine Son for having chosen
her as his mother.

Praised be the divine Son for having become incarnate in
her womb, and for having remained there nine months.
Praised be the divine Son for having been born of her and
for having given her milk by which he would be
nourished.

Praised be the divine Son for having been pleased in his
childhood to be educated by her.

Praised be the divine Son for having revealed to her the
mysteries of the redemption of the world.

When talking about poverty in the Constitutions, Joseph
Calasanz affirmed that the identity of the “poor of the
Mother of God” find their roots in Jesus, who chose the
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Virgin Mary who was ahead of everybody in poverty and
humility.

Since we cannot, because we are weak, follow the
wondrous humility of a God, let us take Mary as our
model.(Sequence)

... the Saint used to say that the Constitutions had been
thought and composed, not by him, but had been taught
by the Mother of God, Protectress of the Congregation.
In them, he had not put anything of his own. He was able
to confess that those statutes and rules had not been
composed by him, he had only written them down, being
inspired by the Queen of Heaven.(Talenti. Quoted by
Guerri, op. cit.)

In Mary’s School of Poverty, Calasanz learned to love
poverty more than just a religious vow. In his life poverty
was also a personal liberation, a total experience, an
inseparable companion, and a space of dialogue with
God. That is why his call to priesthood came at a time
when he was very sick. That is also why at the deepest
level of Calasanz’ poverty, we find humility. Mary taught
him this. With Mary’s inspiration, poverty became an
intimately cherished treasure of Calasanz. It was for him
a human condition, a new road of plenitude. Poverty
allowed him to understand Love Crucified. With the
clarity of Mary’s vision, Calasanz saw the Author of Life.
He saw himself as gift, gratuitously given.
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Lesson 2. Poverty

In the Word, in the promise. God spoke, and he was
created; God promised, and he was saved. This is the
Kingdom of God revealed. Poverty made him a true
believer. With Mary’s insight, Calasanz understood
poverty as a beatitude. Poverty became for him the main
channel of God’s grace: True happiness and beatitude
eluded the old philosophers and even many Christians
because Christ, our Master, concealed them on the Cross.
(EP 1662).

With Mary’s example, Calasanz embraced poverty as a
Paschal mystery. Unless the grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone. But if it dies, it brings
forth much fruit. (Jn 12:24-25)

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they

are doing (Lk 23:34). Today you will be with me in
Paradise (Lk 23:43). Father, into your hands I commend
my spirit (Lk 23:46).

And the words of Micah must have resounded around
Golgotha: My people, what have I done to you? How
have I offended you? Answer me! (Mic 6:3)

One can only pray: Holy Mother, pierce me through in
my heart each wound renew of my Savior Crucified.

... Thus Mary prepared Calasanz for his last lesson

... Yes, I must have confidence, because the Virgin Mary
has promised me her help. (St. Joseph Calasanz)

The Virgin Mary, intimately united with her Son by the
perfect communion of love, faithful partner in his passion
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and first to share in his resurrection, lights the way for us
in our following of Christ. She will always be present to
help us so that we may show in ourselves the image of her
Son. (Quoted from the Constitutions by Fr. Marco A.
Veliz, Sch. P. The Piarists copy from Mary quoted in
“Mary and Her Piarists”)

Joseph Calasanz sets the Virgin Mary, the handmaid of
the Lord, as model of fidelity to the project of the Father,
with a prompt and joyful spirit. (Fr. Marco A. Veliz, Sch.
P. Ibid.)

Nor was Mary less than was befitting the Mother of
Christ. When the apostles fled, she stood before the Cross
and with reverent gaze beheld her Son’s wounds, for she
waited not for her Child’s death, but the world’s
salvation.

(St. Ambrose, Doctor of the Church, 396 A.D.)

TheTransformativeYears

MARY’S DOCILE CHILD
The Piarist Joseph

Lesson 1. God the Holy Spirit is Love Personified

When he was on the brink of death, Calasanz received a
beautiful gift: Mary appeared to him. He loved Her so
much! He had spoken so much about Her to the children
at school! And She was there to comfort him, to give him
peace, and to assure him that God was waiting for him
with His arms open.
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For Calasanz, Mary had been a “merciful Mother and
patroness of all graces” (Ep 315) since his most tender
age. He acquired his love for Mary from his mother and
he was convinced that it was “necessary to have recourse
to the help of God and to the intercession of the Virgin
Mary.”

(Ep 4417) The saint’s life and words lead us to see Mary
as a mother who takes care of us in our journey to God.
We are convinced that Mary takes care of us and keeps us
as Her children. The saint had put the Order under the
protection of Mary, “I entrust, and I will always entrust
... to the Holy Virgin, His Mother, our Order so that she
may protect Her religious.” (Ep 3982) Calasanz knew
that the protection of Mary embraced all realities. He had
a special affection for the Virgin that he had taken from
Rome to Frascati, “He who would serve with devotion
this Most Holy Virgin of Frascati will always be favored
and protected by Her.” (Ep1463) Mary occupied the life
of Calasanz. He entrusted the children and the Religious
to Her. She was his protector at all times.

The life and example of St. Joseph Calasanz invite us to
ask ourselves — What is the significance of Mary in our
Christian pilgrimage? — because today there is a
temptation to forget about Mary. It cannot be denied that
in the past there might have been some exaggeration
about everything relating to Mary. There might have been
some wrong understanding of De Mariam numquam
satis, Never too much about Mary.

Certainly, Mary cannot be understood without Christ, just
as Jesus cannot be understood without Mary; in the same
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manner, no son can be understood without his mother.
Mary should become our help and advocate, our life’s
defender. And just as sons put their trust and hope in their
mothers, so do we put ours in Mary.

Calasanz spoke about Mary with his life, with the
education of children, with his concern for the perfection
of his Piarist sons. That is why he constantly asserted,
“Be careful that we are the Mother of God’s poor and not
of men. Therefore, we persist in our Mother, and not in
men, since She is never exasperated with our
importunities while men are so easily vexed.” (Ep 58)
“To her we should go when we want to ask something
from God: To ask God for (this) grace, visit the Most
Holy Virgin many times.” (Ep 187)

The saint always emphasized his devotion to Mary. He
was convinced that She, as Mother, accepts any of our
devotions. “The Most Holy Virgin is so gentle that She
accepts any devotion, no matter how small it is, as long
as it is done with great love and affection.” (Ep 641) She
obtains from God the graces we need. We should
personally practice our Marian devotion before we can
teach others, “Acquire a Marian devotion first and then
try to imprint in everybody the devotion to the Most Holy
Virgin. ”(Ep 407) Any devotion to Mary should be done
in simplicity “because She is more pleased with
devotions than with feasts.” (Ep 625)

We have been walking a road, following the steps of Fr.
Joseph Calasanz. At the end of it, we encounter Mary, our
Mother. When we look at Mary with love, there are some
features of Her that should not be forgotten and should be
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engraved in our hearts. Mary, docile to the Word, to the
action of God, to salvation history, to God’s will. There is
no sincere discipleship without docility. Docility
expresses our desire for God alone. Without docility, our
worship is mere lip-service. Mary, who said “let it be
done to me according to Your Word,” did not deny God
anything, freely subdued Herself to His Will, and
understood that there was no greater freedom than the fiat
to the Word of Her Lord. Her “let it be done” was pure
liberty because She experienced total freedom only in
total obedience to God’s Will. She was not obliged; She
responded to God’s compelling love and Her “yes” was
an outburst of Her love. There was nothing else she could
do, not because she was not free, but because it pleased
Her loving soul to obey Her Beloved.

Mary, the disciple. Mother and disciple. She taught the
One from Whom She had learned; She was following the
One Who was Her road; She preceded in flesh the One
Who was before Her in spirit. Mary is our model in
imitating and understanding Jesus who is our whole life.
Mary, whom the Master did not deny anything. “My hour
has not yet arrived, woman,” was the Master’s reply to
the woman’s request. “Fill the jars with water,” was the
Son’s reaction to His Mother’s petition. And the water
had become wine. The Son only did what His Mother had
always done: obey. There was nothing else He could do
but obey the Ever-Obedient One. (The Quran refers to
Mary as Qanitah - the Arabic term implies the meaning,
not only of constant submission to Allah, but also
absorption in prayer and invocation.)
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Mary knew how to remain, at every moment, in the
second place; the important One was the Son. When She
understood the time had come, She allowed Him to go
without saying anything; when others spoke about Him,
She kept in Her heart what She heard about Him. She
acknowledged with a detached heart when the Son of
God praised Her, “Who is my mother and who are my
brothers? Those who fulfill the Word of God.”

Mary in front of the cross, silent, suffering, and loving.
Even the death of Her Son could not strip her of her hope.
She watched Her Son die but she kept her hope alive. She
shared Her Son’s suffering for humanity. And how was
the encounter of the Risen One with His Mother? The
mouth shuts, the heart trembles, the soul adores. Silence.
Thanks. Peace.

It is not strange that Mary appeared to Calasanz. She
comforted him. She gave him confidence. She took care
of him. And the saint was ready to make his definitive
jump to life. Therese of Lisieux said, “I do not die, I enter
life.” This happened to Fr. Joseph Calasanz in the
morning of August 25, 1648. His Piarist sons were
reciting the rosary, as he requested so many times, “Pray
again the Rosary according to our first custom: first, for
the Holy Church, and then, for the needs of our Order.”
(Ep 1049)

The day was dawning, the night was dying, and so was
the life of the saint. His Piarist sons recited prayers
around his deathbed. His soul reposed in peace, and in
fact, his lips repeated the name of Jesus constantly. The
Mother appeared to him and comforted him. Maybe at the
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same time when he was pronouncing the name of Jesus,
his heart was also

elevated to Mary with the prayer that he recited so many
times on his own and with his schoolchildren. He had
asked his Piarist sons to recite it, and with this prayer we
will end our road in the hands of God, through Mary:

To your shelter and haven,

Mother of God, we turn.

To our prayers your ears incline,

and against all perils,

Virgin glorious, ever blessed,

your sons always defend.

(The preceding passages are from 715 Days with St.
Joseph Calasanz by

Miguel Angel Asiain Garcia, Sch. P.)

I have never read of any saint who did not have a special
devotion to the glorious Virgin.

(St. Bonaventure, Doctor of the Church, 13th century
A.D.)

Who can question the sanctity of Joseph of the Mother of
God? He was Mary’s docile child. Like His Lord and
Master, St. Joseph Calasanz learned obedience from the
Ever-Obedient One. He obeyed the Voice that said
“Joseph, go to Rome.” He heard this over and over and he
said to himself: ‘I do not have any desire. What do I have
to do in Rome?’ But with more intensity and frequency,
he perceived the same impulse: ‘Go to Rome, go to
Rome.” Obeying that impulse, he went to Rome.

He obeyed, even when it hurt to do so; and he obeyed to
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the end. His Gethsemane was long: at least from the
beginning of 1643 until March 1646. He needed to pass
through the tourniquet of suffering in order to become
similar to the Son, because there is no Christian
discipleship without the Cross of Jesus Christ.

Calasanz, too, had to sweat blood. Everything went
against him: he was deposed as General of the Order he
founded, he was slandered and was subjugated by
unworthy superiors who brought the Institute to ruins.
This was a hard time for Joseph: the Order was placed in
the care of an Apostolic Visitator who had no affection
for it; the Commission of Cardinals ruled against Joseph
in the matter of the slanders aimed at him as founder of
the Pious Schools; the Assessor of the Holy Office
showed no sympathy for

Lesson 2. Obedience

him when he was taken there accused as a wicked man;
and a group of religious betrayed him. But Joseph’s real
Gethsemane was the destruction of his work — his work
that, in his conscience and experience, was actually
God’s work. Then came what Joseph dreaded most: the
destruction of the Institute. Joseph Calasanz narrated:
“The moment has arrived, at 24 hours, the secretary of
the Exc. Vicar of the Pope, who has published the Brief
where it is said...” (Ep 4344), and he continued to narrate
the contents of the Papal Dispositions -effectively
dissolving the Order. For the saint, just a little more than
two years of life remained. He was 89 years old. It would

20



be natural that at that age, after Pope Innocent X ordered
the termination of his work, he would retire to prepare for
his death. But Joseph did not do that. He fought with his
whole soul. He fought with a divine hope against all
human hope, strong in the belief that God is faithful and
would again give life to his work. And it happened that
his work was a work of God. He wrote extensively to
those he thought could intervene before the Holy See:
“...while I live I will have hope of seeing it again
reestablished to its primitive state.” (Ep 4341) “It is
necessary, therefore, that we turn to the help of the
Blessed God and the intercession of the Virgin Mary,
under whose protection this work was founded.” (Ep
4417) “It is necessary to keep the spirit and strengthen it
with the hope of the divine help, since it is contempt to the
divine providence not to wait till the end.” (Ep 4456)

His hope was completely upon God. And the Lord
allowed him to die hoping against hope. He died while
the Order was in ruins. He died knowing that his beloved
Order had been effectively dissolved. He was carrying
out the sacrifice of Abraham and went even further than
the father of faith. Abraham did not see his son dead;
Calasanz did. (Garcia, Ibid.)

But Abraham did not have Mary; Calasanz did.

We know very well that the Blessed Virgin is Queen of
heaven and earth, but she is more Mother than Queen...
She was exempt from the stains of Original Sin, but on
the other hand, she wasn’t as fortunate as we are, since
she didn’t have a Blessed Virgin to love...

(St. Therese of Lisieux Last Conversations)
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Calasanz had to be converted one last time to become
truly the Poor of the Mother of God. He had to be
detached from the Work of God so that he would cling
more to the God of Work. This was Calasanz’
transformative moment; the time of the Holy Spirit had
come. The Holy Spirit is the most obscure of the three
Persons in the Blessed Trinity and is usually identified as
the Sanctifier in His seven gifts and twelve fruits. God is
a consuming fire (Heb 12:29) and fire is the Holy Spirit’s
image. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as
of a violent wind blowing, and it filled the whole house
where they were sitting. And there appeared to them
parted tongues as of fire, which settled upon each of
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in foreign tongues, even as the Holy Spirit
prompted them to speak. (Acts 2:2-4)

St. Francis of Assisi, who was one of Calasanz’ favorite
saints, was marked with the stigmata towards the end of
his life. St. Joseph Calasanz’ stigmata came in the form
of persecution from the religious authorities of his day.
Faithful son of the Church that he was, Calasanz could
hardly take this in. And in his hour of need, he again
turned to Mary, the living temple of the Most Holy
Trinity.

Let us praise and bless the Holy Spirit for having chosen
her as his spouse.

Praised be the Holy Spirit for having revealed, first to
Mary, his name of Holy Spirit.
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Praised be the Holy Spirit through whose action she was
at once Virgin and Mother.

Praised be the Holy Spirit through whose power she
became the living temple of the Most Holy Trinity.
Praised be the Holy Spirit by whom she was exalted in
heaven above all creatures.

It was Mary who made him understand that he was being
persecuted not because he was Joseph Calasanz but
because he had become, like St. Francis, alter Christus —
the mirror of the Lord. He who was persecuted by
“church” authorities had, because of that very
persecution, embodied the Church, the Mystical Body of
Christ in his very life. Jesus was condemned to death by
the religious authorities of His day.

Could Calasanz expect anything less? If the world hates
you, know that it has hated me before you. (Jn 15:18)
While Peter has the keys of heaven, Mary has the key to
God’s heart; while Peter binds and looses, Mary also
binds with the chains of love and looses with the gift of
pardon. While Peter is the guardian and the minister of
indulgences, Mary is the generous and wise treasurer of
God’s favors. ‘He who desires grace and does not have
recourse to Mary, desires to fly without wings.’ (Dante)
(Pope Pius XII)

Now the final lesson of Joseph of the Mother of God
drew to a close.

...when the fullness of time came, God sent his Son, born
of a woman, born under the Law, that he might redeem
those who were under the Law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons. And because you are sons, God has sent
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the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba,
Father.” (Gal 4:4).
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SAN JOSE DE LA MADRE DE DIOS
La devocion mariana de San José de Calasanz

Un estudio en profundidad de la vida de San José de Calasanz
revela a un hombre que fue, por asi decirlo, escogido, guiado
y educado por Maria para servir a su Divino Hijo. La marca de
Maria impregna la vida del santo.

La devocion mariana de San José de Calasanz estuvo siempre
en su devocién al Santisimo Sacramento. Ya de pequefio,
comprendidé que Jesus, el Hijo Divino, es el maximo regalo de
Dios a la humanidad. Y Maria, la Madre de Dios, es el regalo
de la Encarnacion. Dios es omnipotente, podria habernos
salvado sin encarnarse; pero como es amor, eligié la forma
mas amorosa de salvarnos. Nos salvé con la ayuda de otro ser
humano y nos la dio a Ella como premio. "La imitacidon de
Jesucristo es sin duda el camino regio a seguir para alcanzar la
santidad y reproducir en nosotros mismos, segin nuestras
fuerzas, la perfeccién absoluta del Padre celestial. Pero
mientras la Iglesia catdlica siempre ha proclamado una verdad
tan sacrosanta, también ha afirmado que la imitacion de la
Virgen Maria, lejos de distraer las almas del seguimiento fiel
de Cristo, lo hace mas agradable y mas facil para ellas.
Porque, como ella siempre habia hecho la voluntad de Dios,
fue la primera en merecer el elogio que Cristo dirigid a sus
discipulos: 'El que hace la voluntad de mi Padre que esta en el
cielo, es mi hermano, mi hermana y mi madre". (Papa Pablo
VI, 1967 d.C.)
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Si la sigues, no te extravias.

Si le rezas, no te desesperas.

Si la consultas, no te equivocas

Si ella te sostiene, no caes.

Si te protege, no temes nada.

Si te guia, no te cansas.

Si ella te favorece, alcanzas tu objetivo.
Y asi experimentas por ti mismo

con qué razon se ha dicho:

Y el nombre de la Virgen era Maria".
(San Bernardo, El nombre de Maria)

Como el firme Juan, José Calasanz recibi® a Maria como
Madre del Hijo Divino Crucificado. La acogidé y la amé
profundamente desde los primeros afios de su vida hasta el
final:

Cerca de la cruz de Jesus estaban su madre y la hermana de su
madre, Maria la mujer de Cleofds y Maria de Magdala. Al ver a
su madre y al discipulo el discipulo al que amaba de pie cerca
de ella, Jesus dijo a su madre: "Mujer, éste es tu hijo". Y al
discipulo le dijo: "Esta es tu madre". Y desde ese momento el
discipulo la acogid en su casa. (Jn 19, 25-27)

En las siguientes pdaginas veremos cdmo Maria, la Madre de
Dios, modeld la vida de San José de Calasanz en su amor por
el Divino Hijo, en su fidelidad a la Iglesia, y en el modo de vivir
los consejos evangélicos.

Los afios de formacion

EL ALUMNO AVENTAJADO DE MARIA
El nifio José
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Leccion 1. Dios Padre es el amor revelado

. cuando era joven, solia asistir a las devociones y rezaba
siempre el Oficio breve de la Virgen y otras devociones, pero
sobre todo el Santo Rosario.(H. Lorenzo Ferrari. Citado por el
P. Severino Giner Guerri, Sch. P. Maria en la vida de Calasanz y
en su Orden; de "Maria y sus Escolapios")

Desde la infancia, por su particular devocién, comenzé a rezar
diariamente el Rosario y no lo dejd hasta la muerte.

En sus ultimos dias, recomendé esta practica del Rosario. (P.
Alejo Armini. op. cit.)

Uno casi puede imaginarse al nifio José Calasanz sentado a los
pies de Maria, con los codos apoyados en las rodillas y las
manos en la barbilla, escuchando la historia de la salvacién
humana. Maria era, para Calasanz, la gran contadora de
historias. A través del Rosario, Maria presenté a Dios
encarnado al nifio José. Las profundas verdades teoldgicas del
Emmanuel Dios-esta-con-nosotros cobraron vida para el
pequefio con las imagenes del angel Gabriel y la virgen Maria
en la Anunciacion, las parientas de Maria e Isabel en la
Visitacién, los pastores y el pesebre en la Natividad, los
videntes Simedn y Ana en la Presentacién, y los maestros y el
nifio Jesus en el Templo. El misterio de la inexorable
misericordia de Dios atravesod el tierno corazén del nifio con la
crudeza de la agonia en el huerto, la flagelacidn en el pilar, la
Coronacién de Espinas, la Carga de la Cruz y la Crucifixién. Y la
revelacion de la gloria de Dios desperté la imaginacién de su
joven mente con los asombrosos detalles de la Resurreccién,
la Ascensién, el Descenso del Espiritu Santo, la Asuncién vy la
Coronacién de Maria como Reina del Cielo y de la Tierra.
Desde sus primeros afos, Calasanz conocié a Maria como
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Madre de Dios. Nacid y crecié en Peralta de la Sal, en Espafia,
entre imagenes marianas que han recibido el nombre de
"Madre de Dios". Su madre, Maria Gaston, inculcé a su hijo
una profunda y tierna devocién a la Santisima Madre. El padre
José Marquet, sacerdote y compafiero de Calasanz en la
escuela primaria de Peralta de la Sal, contaba cémo su
maestro le pedia a José Calasanz que se subiera a una silla
para recitar los milagros de la Virgen de Gonzalo de Berceo. El
pequefio debid de enorgullecer a su madre cuando de
memoria lo contaba:

Amigos y vasallos del Dios Poderoso

Si me escuchdis para vuestro conocimiento

Me gustaria contaros un buen suceso

Y mantenerlo como un verdadero bien...

Demos todos gracias a la gloriosa Virgen

Ya que leemos y conocemos tantos milagros

Que Ella nos dé su gracia para poder servirla

Y nos lleve a realizar cosas por las que

podamos salvarnos.

(Citado por el P. Severino Giner Guerri, Sch. P. Ibid.)

Leccion 2. Castidad

Su devocién a la Virgen fue particolarisima et visceratissima
(particularmente buena y de corazoén).(P. Francisco Biscia,
Teatino, alumno de Calasanz; citado por el P. Severino Giner
Guerri, Sch. P. Ibid.)

La contradiccién de la maternidad y la virginidad de Maria
nunca nubld la joven mente de José. Lo aceptd con una
apertura infantil, con la apertura de un nifio. Una de sus
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oraciones favoritas comienza con las palabras: Volamos a tu
patrocinio, oh Virgen Madre de Dios...

Por esta paradoja, el pequefio aprendid sobre el consejo
evangélico de la castidad de su Madre. Ella es Madre de Dios
precisamente porque es la Virgen Eterna; y es la Virgen Eterna
precisamente porque es la Madre de Dios. La vida de Maria
debe ser para vosotros una imagen pictdrica de la virginidad.
Su vida es como un espejo que refleja el rostro de la castidad
y la forma de la virtud. En ella puso el modelo para tu propia
vida... mostrando lo que hay que mejorar, que hay que imitar,
gue hay que mantener.

(San Ambrosio de Milan, Doctor de la Iglesia, c. 377 D.C.)

Las propias palabras de José Calasanz revelan su intuicién de
este profundo Pensamiento Divino:

Alabemos y demos gracias a la Santisima Trinidad por
habernos mostrado a la Virgen Maria vestida de sol, con la
luna bajo sus pies, y con una misteriosa corona de doce
estrellas sobre su cabeza.

Alabemos y bendigamos al Padre divino por haberla elegido
como hija suya.

Alabado sea el Padre divino por haberla predestinado a ser la
madre del Hijo divino.

Alabado sea el divino Padre por haberla preservado de todo
pecado en su concepcion.

Alabado sea el Padre divino por haberla adornado con los mas
altos dones en su nacimiento.

Alabado sea el divino Padre por haberle dado a San José como
el mas puro esposo y compaiero.

¢Qué es mas grande que la Madre de Dios? ¢ Qué mas gloriosa
gue aquella que la Gloria misma eligié? ¢Quién es mas casto
gue la que dio a luz un cuerpo sin contacto con otro cuerpo?
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éPor qué deberia hablar de sus otras virtudes? Ella era virgen
no solo en el cuerpo, sino también en la mente.
(San Agustin, Doctor de la Iglesia, siglo IV siglo XX)

Al citar la castidad como experiencia del Reino y del Padre, se
afirma (en las Constituciones Escolapias) que ayuda al
seguimiento de Cristo con un amor indiviso, la imitacién de la
Virgen. (P. Marco A. Veliz, Sch. P. Los Escolapios copian de
Maria citado en "Maria y sus Escolapios")

Asi fue como, con la guia de su Madre y Maestro, Calasanz
discernié su vocacidon al sacerdocio a una edad muy
temprana: vivir para Cristo y pertenecer a El por completo.

Los afos de la transicion
EL HUMILDE SIERVO DE MARIA
El Sacerdote José

Leccidn 1. Dios Hijo es Amor Crucificado

Entonces Maria dijo: "Aqui estoy, la sierva del Sefior; Hagase
en mi segun tu palabra'.

Y el soplo de Dios vino sobre ella.

El angel se alejo de ella.

La Palabra del Padre resuena en todo el cosmos; pan para los
hambrientos; buena noticia para los pobres. Ahora se puede
decir: no hay lugar mds desolado que Betel. Presionado en el
olvido entre las paginas del Libro de Amés, Betel - el santuario
del rey y un templo del reino - incurre en la ira de Dios por
oprimir a los pobres y aplastar a los necesitados y su castigo
es severo:
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Ciertamente viene el tiempo, dice el Sefior Dios, en que
enviaré una hambruna a la tierra, no una hambruna de pan, ni
de sed de agua, sino de oir las palabras del Sefior. Andardn
errantes de mar a mar, y del norte al este; correran de un lado
a otro, buscando la palabra del Sefor, pero no la encontraran.
(Am8:11-12)

Maria no es Betel: "¢No sabiais que debia estar en casa de mi
Padre?" - Aunque no lo entendia, ella atesoraba estas
palabras en su corazén. La maldicién de Eva: La gracia de
Maria. La venganza de Eva: La descendencia de Maria.

La cabeza de la serpiente es aplastada. El Fiat de Maria: Como
Tu quieras, que se haga. Dios encarnado: Jesus habita en el
vientre de una mujer. La kenosis del Hijo: Hagase tu voluntad.
La sefial de Jonas: Jesus desciende a un sepulcro. El amor de
Dios: Te salvaré con mi Mano Derecha. El tercer dia: Se
llevaron a mi Maestro.

iMaria!

Rabboni.

No llores. El ha resucitado. La muerte ha sido vencida.

El Paraclito: Consuelo hasta el dia en que el llanto
desaparezca.

El Nuevo Cielo y la Nueva Tierra han llegado.

Alabemos y bendigamos al Hijo divino por haberla elegido
como madre.

Alabado sea el divino Hijo por haberse encarnado en su
vientre, y por haber permanecido alli nueve meses.

Alabado sea el divino Hijo por haber nacido de ella y por
haberle dado la leche con la que se alimenté.

Alabado sea el divino Hijo por haber sido en su infancia
educado por ella.
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Alabado sea el divino Hijo por haberle revelado los misterios
de la redencién del mundo.

Al hablar de la pobreza en las Constituciones, José Calasanz
afirmé que la identidad de los "pobres de la Madre de Dios"
encuentra sus raices en Jesus, que eligié a la Virgen Maria,
que se adelantd a todos en pobreza y humildad. Ya que no
podemos, por ser débiles, seguir la maravillosa humildad de
un Dios, tomemos a Maria como modelo. (Secuencia)

. el Santo solia decir que las Constituciones habian sido

pensadas y compuestas, no por él, sino que habian sido
ensefladas por la Madre de Dios, Protectora de Ia
Congregacion. En ellas no habia puesto nada propio. Decia
gue esos estatutos y reglas no habian sido compuestos por él,
sélo los habia escrito, siendo inspirados por la Reina del Cielo.
(Talenti. Citado por Guerri, op. cit.)
En la Escuela de Pobreza de Maria, Calasanz aprendié a amar
la pobreza mas que un voto religioso. En su vida la pobreza
fue una liberacidon personal, una experiencia total, una
companera inseparable y un espacio de dialogo con Dios. Por
eso su llamada al sacerdocio llegd en un momento en el que
estaba muy enfermo. Por eso también, en el nivel mas
profundo de la pobreza de Calasanz encontramos la humildad.
Maria se lo enseiid. Con la inspiracién de Maria, la pobreza se
convirtié en un tesoro de Calasanz. Era para él una condicidn
humana, un nuevo camino de plenitud. La pobreza le permitid
entender el Amor Crucificado. Con la claridad de la vision de
Maria, Calasanz vio al Autor de la Vida. Se vio a si mismo
como don, entregado gratuitamente.
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Leccion 2. Pobreza

En la Palabra, en la promesa. Dios habld, y fue creado; Dios
prometid, y fue salvado. Este es el Reino de Dios revelado. La
pobreza le convirtié en un verdadero creyente.

Con la perspicacia de Maria, Calasanz entendié la pobreza
como una bienaventuranza. La pobreza se convirtié para él en
el principal canal de la gracia de Dios: La verdadera felicidad y
la beatitud eludieron a los antiguos filésofos e incluso a
muchos cristianos porque Cristo, nuestro Maestro, las ocultd
en la Cruz. (EP 1662)

Con el ejemplo de Maria, Calasanz abrazé la pobreza como un
misterio pascual. Si el grano de trigo no cae en la tierra y
muere, permanece solo. Pero si muere, da mucho fruto. (Jn
12,24-25)

Padre, perddnalos, porque no saben lo que hacen. (Lc 23,34)
Hoy estards conmigo en el Paraiso. (Lc 23,43)

Padre, en tus manos encomiendo mi espiritu. (Lc 23:46)

Y las palabras de Miqueas debieron resonar alrededor del
Golgota:

Pueblo mio, équé te he hecho? ¢Cédmo te he ofendido?
iRespondeme! (Mi 6:3)

Sélo se puede rezar:

Madre Santa, atraviesa mi corazén, en mi corazon cada herida
renueva mi Salvador Crucificado.

...Asi preparé Maria a Calasanz para su ultima leccién

...Si, debo tener confianza, porque la Virgen Maria me ha
prometido su ayuda. (San José de Calasanz)

La Virgen Maria, intimamente unida a su Hijo por la comunién
perfecta de amor, compafiera fiel de su pasidn y primera en
participar en su resurreccién, nos ilumina el camino en
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nuestro seguimiento de Cristo. Ella estard siempre presente
para ayudarnos para que podamos mostrar en nosotros la
imagen de su Hijo. (Citado de las Constituciones por P. Marco
A. Veliz, Sch. P. Los escolapios copian de Maria citado en
"Maria y sus Escolapios")

José Calasanz pone a la Virgen Maria, la esclava del Sefior,
como modelo de fidelidad al proyecto del Padre, con un
espiritu pronto y alegre. (P. Marco A. Veliz, Sch. P. lbid.)
Tampoco Maria fue menos de lo que correspondia a la Madre
de Cristo. Cuando los apdstoles huyeron, ella permanecié
ante la Cruz y con mirada reverente contempld las heridas de
su Hijo, pues no esperaba la muerte de su Hijo, sino la
salvacién del mundo.

(San Ambrosio, Doctor de la Iglesia, 396 d.C.)

LosanosdelaTransformacion
EL NINO DOCIL DE MARIA
El escolapio José

Leccidn 1. Dios Espiritu Santo es el amor personificado

Cuando estaba al borde de la muerte, Calasanz recibidé un
hermoso regalo: Maria se le aparecid. jLa queria tanto! Habia
hablado tanto de Ella a los nifios del colegio. Y Ella estaba alli
para consolarle, para darle paz, y para asegurarle que Dios le
esperaba con los brazos abiertos.

Para Calasanz, Maria habia sido "Madre misericordiosa y
patrona de todas las gracias" (Ep 315) desde su mas tierna
edad. El amor a Maria lo adquirié de su madre y estaba
convencido de que era "necesario recurrir a la ayuda de Dios y
a la intercesién de la Virgen Maria". (Ep 4417) La vida y las

35



palabras del santo nos llevan a ver a Maria como una madre
gue nos cuida en nuestro camino hacia Dios.

Estamos convencidos de que Maria nos cuida y nos mantiene
como sus hijos. El santo habia puesto la Orden bajo Ila
proteccion de Maria: "Encomiendo, y siempre encomendaré...
a la Santa Virgen, su Madre, nuestra Orden para que proteja a
sus religiosos". (Ep 3982) Calasanz sabia que la proteccion de
Maria abarcaba todas las realidades. Tenia un especial afecto
por la Virgen que habia llevado de Roma a Frascati, "Aquel
gue sirva con devocion a esta Santisima Virgen de Frascati
sera siempre favorecido y protegido por Ella". (Ep 1463).
Maria ocupd la vida de Calasanz. Le confié los nifios y los
religiosos a Ella. Ella fue su protectora en todo momento. La
vida y el ejemplo de San José de Calasanz nos invitan a
preguntarnos: ¢Cual es el significado de Maria en nuestra
peregrinacion cristiana? - porque hoy existe la tentacién de
olvidar a Maria. No se puede negar que en el pasado pudo
haber exageracion en todo lo relacionado con Maria. Es
posible que haya habido una comprensién errénea De
Mariam numquam satis, Nunca demasiado sobre Maria.
Ciertamente, no se puede entender a Maria sin Cristo, como
tampoco se puede entender a Jesus sin Maria; como Jesus no
puede ser entendido sin Maria; del mismo modo, ningun hijo
puede ser comprendido sin su madre. Maria debe convertirse
en nuestra ayuda y abogada, en la defensora de nuestra vida.
Y asi como los hijos ponen su confianza y esperanza en sus
madres, asi nosotros ponemos la nuestra en Maria.

Calasanz hablé de Maria con su vida, con la educacion de los
nifios, con su preocupacion por la perfeccion de sus hijos
escolapios. Por eso afirmaba constantemente: "Tened
cuidado que somos de la Madre de los pobres de Dios y no de
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los hombres. Por eso, confiamos en nuestra Madre, y no en
los hombres, ya que Ella nunca se exaspera con nuestras
importunidades mientras los hombres se irritan tan
facilmente". (Ep 58) "A Ella debemos acudir cuando queremos
pedir algo a Dios: Para pedir a Dios (esta) gracia, visitad
muchas veces a la Santisima Virgen". (Ep 187)

El santo siempre destacé su devocién a Maria. Estaba
convencido de que Ella, como Madre, acepta cualquiera de
nuestras devociones. "La Santisima Virgen es tan amable que
acepta cualquier devocidn, por pequeiia que sea, siempre que
se haga con gran amor y carifio". (Ep 641)

Ella obtiene de Dios las gracias que necesitamos. Debemos
practicar personalmente nuestra devocién mariana antes de
poder ensefiar a los demas: "Adquiere primero una devocién
mariana y luego trata de imprimir en todos la devocién a la
Santisima Virgen".(Ep 407)

Toda devocion a Maria debe hacerse con sencillez "porque
Ella se complace mas con las devociones que con fiestas". (Ep
625)

Hemos recorrido un camino, siguiendo los pasos del P. José
Calasanz. Al final del mismo, nos encontramos con Maria,
Nuestra Madre. Cuando miramos a Maria con amor, hay
algunos rasgos de Ella que no deben olvidarse y que deben
grabarse en nuestros corazones.

Maria, décil a la Palabra, a la accién de Dios, a la historia de
salvacion, a la voluntad de Dios. No hay discipulado sincero
sin docilidad. La docilidad expresa nuestro deseo sélo de Dios.
Sin docilidad, nuestro culto es sélo de boquilla.
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Maria, que dijo "hagase en mi segun tu palabra", no negd
nada a Dios. se sometid libremente a su a su voluntad, y
comprendié que no hay mayor libertad que el fiat a la Palabra
de su Sefor. Su "hdgase" era pura libertad porque Ella sélo
experimentaba la libertad total en la obediencia total a la
Voluntad de Dios. No estaba obligada, sino que respondia al
amor imperioso de Dios y Su "si" fue un arrebato de su amor.
No podia hacer otra cosa, no porque no fuera libre, sino
porque le agradaba obedecer a su amado.

Maria, la discipula. Madre y discipula. Ella enseiié a Aquel de
quien habia aprendido; seguia a quien era su camino;
precedio en la carne a quien la precedio en el espiritu.

Maria es nuestro modelo para imitar y comprender a Jesus,
gue es toda nuestra vida.

Maria, a quien el Maestro no negd nada. "Mi hora aln no ha
llegado, mujer", fue la respuesta del Maestro a la peticién de
la mujer. "Llena las tinajas de agua", fue la reaccion del Hijo a
la peticion de su Madre. Y el agua se convirtié en vino. El Hijo
sélo hizo lo que su Madre le pidié y siempre habia hecho:
obedecer. No podia hacer otra cosa que obedecer a la
Siempre Obediente. (El Coran se refiere a Maria como
Qanitah - el término arabe implica el significado, no sélo de
sumision constante a Al4, sino también la absorcién en la
oracion e invocacion).

Maria supo permanecer, en todo momento, en el segundo
lugar; lo importante era el Hijo. Cuando comprendié que
habia llegado el momento, le dejé ir sin decir nada; cuando
otros hablaban de El, guardaba en su corazén lo que ofa de El.
Ella reconocié con un corazén desprendido cuando el Hijo de
Dios la alabd: "éQuién es mi madre y quiénes son mis
hermanos? Los que cumplen la Palabra de Dios".
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Maria frente a la cruz, silenciosa, sufriendo y amando. Ni
siquiera la muerte de su Hijo pudo despojarla de su
esperanza. Vio morir a su Hijo, pero mantuvo viva su
esperanza. Ella compartié el sufrimiento de su Hijo por la
humanidad.

¢Y como fue el encuentro del Resucitado con su Madre? La
boca se cierra, el corazdn se estremece, el alma adora. El
silencio. Gracias. Paz.

No es extrafio que Maria se haya aparecido a Calasanz. Ella le
reconfortd. Le dio confianza. Ella cuidd de él. Y el santo estaba
listo para dar su salto definitivo a la vida. Teresa de Lisieux
dijo: "No muero, entro en la vida". Esto le ocurrié al P. José
Calasanz en la mafiana del 25, 1648. Sus hijos escolapios
estaban rezando el rosario, como él tantas veces: "Rezad de
nuevo el rosario segln nuestra primera costumbre: primero,
por la Santa Iglesia, y después, por las necesidades de nuestra
Orden". (Ep 1049) El dia amanecia, la noche moria, y también
la vida del santo. Sus hijos escolapios rezaban oraciones en
torno a su lecho de muerte. Su alma reposaba en paz, y de
hecho, sus labios repetian constantemente el nombre de
Jesus. La Madre se le aparecid y lo consold. Tal vez, al mismo
tiempo que pronunciaba el nombre de JesUs, su corazén se
elevaba también a Maria con la oracién que tantas veces
recitaba por su cuenta y con sus escolares. Habia pedido a sus
hijos escolapios que la recitaran, y con esta oracidon
terminaremos nuestro camino en las manos de Dios, a través
de Maria:

A tu amparo y proteccion,

Madre de Dios acudimos.

No desoigas nuestros ruegos,

Y de todos los peligros,
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Virgen gloriosa y bendita,

defiende siempre a tus hijos.

(Los pasajes anteriores son de 15 dias con San José de
Calasanz, de Miguel Angel Asiain Garcia, Sch. P.)

Nunca he leido de ninglin santo que no tuviera una especial
devocidn a la gloriosa Virgen. (San Buenaventura, Doctor de la
Iglesia, siglo Xl d.C.)

¢Quién puede cuestionar la santidad de José de la Madre de
Dios? Fue el hijo ddcil de Maria. Como su Sefor y Maestro,
San José Calasanz aprendid la obediencia del de Siempre
Obediente. Obedecid a la Voz que decia "José, vete a Roma".
Lo escuchd una y otra vez y se dijo a si mismo: "No tengo
ningun deseo. {Qué tengo que hacer en Roma? Pero con mas
intensidad y frecuencia, percibié el mismo impulso: "Ve a
Roma, ve a Roma". Obedeciendo a ese impulso, se fue a
Roma. Obedecio, incluso cuando le dolia hacerlo; y obedecié
hasta el final. Su Getsemani fue largo: por lo menos desde
principios de 1643 hasta marzo de 1646. Necesitaba pasar por
el torniquete del sufrimiento para asemejarse al Hijo, porque
no hay discipulado cristiano sin la Cruz de Jesucristo.

También Calasanz tuvo que sudar sangre. Todo fue en su
contra: fue destituido como General de la Orden que fundd,
fue calumniado y subyugado por indignos superiores que
llevaron al Instituto a la ruina. Fueron tiempos dificiles para
José: la Orden fue puesta al cuidado de un visitador apostdlico
gue no le tenia ningun afecto; la Comisién de Cardenales fallo
en contra de José en el asunto de las calumnias dirigidas
contra él como fundador de las Escuelas Pias; el Asesor del
Santo Oficio no mostré ninguna simpatia por él
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Leccidn 2. Obediencia

Cuando fue llevado alli acusado de malvado; y un grupo de
religiosos lo traiciond. Pero el verdadero Getsemani fue la
destruccién de su obra - su obra que, en su conciencia y
experiencia, era en realidad |la obra de Dios. Luego vino lo que
José mas temia: la destruccidn del Instituto. José Calasanz
narré: "El momento ha llegado, a las 24 horas, el secretario
del Excmo. Vicario del el Papa, que ha publicado el Breve
donde se dice..." (Ep 4344), y continud narrando el contenido
de las Disposiciones Papales que disuelven efectivamente la
Orden. Para el santo, sdélo le quedaban poco mas de dos afios
de vida. Tenia 89 afios. Seria natural que a esa edad, después
de que el Papa Inocencio X ordenara la terminacion de su
trabajo, se retirara a preparar su muerte. Pero José no hizo
eso. Luchd con toda su alma. Luché con una esperanza divina
contra toda esperanza humana, fuerte en la creencia de que
Dios es fiel y volveria a dar vida a su obra. Y sucedié que su
obra fue una obra de Dios.

Escribid extensamente a quienes creia que podian intervenir
ante la Santa Sede: "...mientras viva tendré la esperanza de
verla de nuevo restablecida a su estado primitivo". (Ep 4341)
"Es necesario, pues, que acudamos a la ayuda de Dios y a la
intercesion de la Virgen Maria, bajo cuya proteccién se fundd
esta obra". (Ep 4417)

"Es necesario conservar el espiritu y fortalecerlo con la
esperanza del auxilio divino, pues es desprecio a la divina
providencia no esperar hasta el final". (Ep 4456)

Su esperanza estaba completamente puesta en Dios. Y el
Sefior le permitié morir esperando contra toda esperanza.
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Murié mientras la Orden estaba en ruinas. Murié sabiendo
que su querida Orden habia sido efectivamente disuelta.
Llevaba a cabo el sacrificio de Abraham y fue adin mas lejos
que el padre de la fe. Abraham no vio a su hijo muerto;
Calasanz si. (Garcia, Ibid.)

Pero Abraham no tuvo a Maria; Calasanz si.

Sabemos muy bien que la Virgen es Reina del cielo y de la
tierra, pero es mas Madre que Reina... Ella estaba exenta de
las manchas del Pecado Original; pero por otro lado, ella no
fue tan afortunada como nosotros, ya que no tenia una
Santisima Virgen a la que amar...

(Ultimas conversaciones de Santa Teresa de Lisieux)

Calasanz tuvo que convertirse por Uultima vez para ser
verdaderamente un pobre de la Madre de Dios. Tuvo que
desprenderse de la Obra de Dios para que se aferrara mas al
Dios del Trabajo. Este era el momento de la transformacién
de Calasanz; habia llegado la hora del Espiritu Santo. El
Espiritu Santo es la mas oscura de las tres Personas de la
Santisima Trinidad y se le suele identificar como el
Santificador en sus siete dones y doce frutos. Dios es un fuego
consumidor (Heb 12:29) y el fuego es la imagen del Espiritu
Santo. Y de repente vino un ruido del cielo, como de un viento
violento que soplaba, y llené toda la casa donde estaban
sentados. Y se les parecieron lenguas como de fuego, que se
posaron sobre cada uno de ellos. Y todos fueron llenos del
Espiritu Santo y comenzaron a hablar en lenguas extranjeras
como el Espiritu Santo les impulsaba a hablar (Hechos 2:2-4).

San Francisco de Asis, que era uno de los santos favoritos de
Calasanz, fue marcado con los estigmas al final de su vida. Los
estigmas de San José de Calasanz llegaron en forma de
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persecucion por parte de las autoridades religiosas de su
época.

Fiel hijo de la Iglesia, Calasanz apenas pudo asimilarlo. Y en su
hora de necesidad, volvid a recurrir a Maria, el templo vivo de
la Santisima Trinidad.

Alabemos y bendigamos al Espiritu Santo por haberla elegido
como esposa.

Alabado sea el Espiritu Santo por haber revelado primero a
Maria, su nombre de Espiritu Santo.

Alabado sea el Espiritu Santo por cuya accién fue a la vez
Virgen y Madre.

Alabado sea el Espiritu Santo por cuyo poder se convirtié en
templo vivo de la Santisima Trinidad.

Alabado sea el Espiritu Santo por el que fue exaltada en el
cielo por encima de todas las criaturas.

Fue Maria quien le hizo comprender que era perseguido, no
por ser José Calasanz, sino porque se habia convertido, como
San Francisco, en alter Christus - el espejo del Sefior. El que
era perseguido por las autoridades eclesiasticas" habia
encarnado, a causa de esa misma persecucion, a la Iglesia, el
Cuerpo Mistico de Cristo en su propia vida. Jesus fue
condenado a muerte por las autoridades religiosas de su
tiempo.

¢Podria Calasanz esperar algo menos?

Si el mundo os odia, sabed que a mi me ha odiado antes antes
que a vosotros. (Jn 15:18)

Mientras que Pedro tiene las llaves del cielo, Maria tiene la
llave del corazén de Dios; mientras que Pedro ata y suelta,
Maria también ata con las cadenas del amor y suelta con el
don del perddn.
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Mientras Pedro es el guardian y el ministro de indulgencias,
Maria es la generosa y sabia tesorera de los favores de Dios.
Quien desea la gracia y no recurre a Maria, desea volar sin
alas". (Dante) (Papa Pio XIlI)

Ahora la Ultima leccién de José de la Madre de Dios llega a su
fin.

...cuando llegd la plenitud de los tiempos, Dios envid a su Hijo,
nacido de mujer, nacido bajo la Ley, para redimir a los que
estaban bajo la Ley, para que recibiéramos la adopcion de
hijos. Y porque sois hijos, Dios ha enviado a nuestros
corazones el Espiritu de su Hijo, que clama: "Abba, Padre".
(Gal 4,4).
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